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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 6289 
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SUBJECT: EYGPTIAN DELEGATION URGES BROADENING OF SHABA SECURITY FORCE 


REF: A) KINSHASA 6226; B) KINSHASA 5632; C) KINSHASA 5993 

1 . SUMMARY: JUNE 12-14 VISIT TO ZAIRE BY EGYPTIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER GHALI PRODUCED LITTLE NEWS BUT DID RESULT IN A BRIEF 
MEETING WITH MOBUTU AND AN EGYPTIAN PITCH TO AMBASSADOR CUTLER 
THAT US TAKE THE LEAD IN ENCOURAGING ANGLOPHONE AFRICANS TO 
JOIN SHABA SECURITY FORCE. END SUMMARY 

2. STATING UPON ARRIVAL THAT HE WAS THE BEARER OF A PERSONAL MESSAGE 
FROM PRESIDENT SADAT TO PRESIDENT MOBUTU, GHALI PREDICTABLY PROCLAIMED 

HIS GOVERNMENT'S SUPPORT FOR ZAIRIAN EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN ITS 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND COMBAT "INTERNATIONAL SUBVERSION." 

IN HIS DEPARTURE STATEMENT GHALI ADDED AN OBLIQUE GESTURE OF SUPPORT 
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FOR ZAIRE'S ATTACK ON CUBA'S NON-ALIGNED CREDENTIALS (REF A) 

BY AGREEING THAT THE FORTHCOMING NON-ALIGNED MEETING IN BELGRADE 
SHOULD ADDRESS THE CUBAN QUESTION. 

3. GHALI MANAGED TO SEE MOBUTU BRIEFLY AT HIS COUNTRY RETREAT IN 
GBADOLITE, DESPITE PREVIOUS INDICATIONS THAT MEETING COULD NOT BE 
ARRANGED. APPARENTLY MEETING WENT WELL, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO READ- 
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OUT OF SUBSTANCE DISCUSSED. MEMBERS OF GHALI'S DELEGATION CONFIRMED 
TO US THAT EGYPTIAN ARTILLERY AND INSTRUCTORS WILL ARRIVE 
IN ZAIRE AS SOON AS TRANSPORT FROM EQUIPMENT'S PRESENT LOCATION IN 
RABAT CAN BE ARRANGED. 

4. DURING DINNERS FOR GHALI JUNE 12 AND 13, GOB CHIEF OF AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS SIDKI AND OTHER MEMBERS OF EGYPTIAN DELEGATION MADE POINT 
OF EXPRESSING TO AMBASSADOR THEIR VIEW THAT SHABA SECURITY FORCE 
SHOULD BE EXPANDED BEYOND PRESENT FRANCOPHONE COMPOSITION, 

NOTABLY TO INCLUDE ANGOLPHONE AFRICANS. SIDKI CLAIMED 

THAT EGYPTIANS HAD GAINED THE IMPRESSION WHILE IN LAGOS THAT THE 
NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT FELT SOMEWHAT LEFT OUT AND MIGHT BE WILLING TO 
SEND AT LEAST A TOKEN FORCE TO SHABA IF URGED TO DO SO. SIDKI 
THOUGHT THE US WAS IN THE BEST POSITION TO RAISE THIS MATTER WITH 
NIGERIANS AND HOPED WE WOULD. HE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE GHANA AND 
PERHAPS LIBERIA WOULD FOLLOW NIGERIA'S LEAD. IN SEPARATE CONVERSA- 
TION MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR MADE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME ARGUMENT. 

5. AMBASSADOR ASKED SIDKI IF HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT A MORE USEFUL 
ROLE FOR NIGERIA WOULD BE AS AN EVENTUAL MEDIATOR BETWEEN ZAIRE 
AND ANGOLA. AND THAT SENDING TROOPS TO SHABA COULD COMPROMISE THAT 
ROLE. SIDKI REPLIED THAT THIS NEED NOT BE THE CASE, SINCE IT WAS 

WELL KNOWN THAT NIGERIA ALREADY HAS HAD MILITARY PERSONNEL IN ANGOLA. 

6. COMMENT: ABOVE IS PASSED ON FOR WHAT IT IS WORTH, WITHOUT ANY 
KNOWLEDGE HERE OF WHETHER NIGERIANS DID NI N FACT GIVE ANY INDICATION 
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OF A WILLINGNESS TO GET INVOLVED. FROM WHAT WE HAVE SEEN SO FAR 
RE NIGERIAN VIEWS, WE WOULD BE SURPRISED IF THEY DID. 

CUTLER 
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